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MEDIA ADVISORY
March 10th to 16th, 2008 

Is International Brain Awareness Week
Montreal, March 5, 2008 – Brain Awareness Week will take place from March 10th to March 16th, 2008.  Neuroscientists and organizations dedicated to neuroscience research around the world will be organizing activities to advance public awareness about the progress and benefits of brain research. 
Here in Canada, Society for Neuroscience chapters have arranged for graduate students to visit hundreds of local elementary and high schools to talk about the brain and the field of neuroscience. Additionally, prominent researchers will host public lectures at universities and research hospitals on topics ranging from aging, therapeutic approaches to brain diseases, to brain fitness and memory loss. 
NeuroScience Canada, a national non-profit organization that develops and supports multidisciplinary, multi-institutional research across the neurosciences, will partner with Canadian Space Agency astronaut Dr. Dave Williams to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the space shuttle Neurolab. This flight was dedicated to the advancement of neuroscience research and focused on the effects of microgravity on the brain. Dr. Williams will speak at McMaster University, University of Toronto and at his former high school, Beaconsfield High, to raise awareness about the important research that can be accomplished on a space shuttle mission, while highlighting neuroscience research and its relevance to all Canadians.

What:

International Brain Awareness Week

Planned activities:

Newfoundland:
Question-and-answer competition on the brain and nervous system


Brain art competition at Memorial University
Halifax:

Film festival on neuroscience


Interactive brain exhibit at the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History

Montreal:
Montreal Neurological Institute open house day
Launching of a video on the brain to elementary schools and high    schools
Special presentation by astronaut Dr. Dave Williams
Kingston:
Brain Bee for high school students 



Winnipeg:
Booth displays by local non-profit neuroscience organizations


Calgary:
Brain Science Day at the Hotchkiss Brain Institute 



Lethbridge:
Canadian Centre for Behavioural Neuroscience open house day
Vancouver:
Public lecture series at the University of British Columbia


Details at:  
Brain Awareness Week – International Calendar of Events - Canada

http://brainweek.dana.org/calendar/results_en.cfm?Country=CA 
When: 

March 10th to March 16th, 2008
Brain Awareness Week, created by the Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives, is an international partnership of government agencies, scientific organizations, universities, and volunteer groups. It includes more than 1,850 partner organizations in 62 countries.  
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For more information or additional details about the planned activities, please contact:

Dominique Godbout 
Communications Assistant, NeuroScience Canada

514-989-2989
Or visit NeuroScience Canada at :

www.neurosciencecanada.ca 



















































