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NeuroScience Canada (NSC) is a national non-profit organization that develops and supports collaborative, multidisciplinary, multi-institutional research across the neurosciences. Through partnering with the public, private and voluntary sectors, NeuroScience Canada connects the knowledge and resources available in this area to accelerate neuroscience research and funding, and maximize the output of Canada’s world-class scientists and researchers.

NSC’s mission is to bring relief and hope to the millions of Canadians who are challenged by neurological and psychiatric diseases, disorders, and injuries by supporting the researchers who are investigating the mechanisms that protect and repair the brain, spinal cord and the nervous system. NSC is governed by a national board of high-profile leaders from the business, science and academic communities. The Board is chaired by J. Anthony Boeckh, President of Boeckh Capital Company Limited. The Board of Directors receives independent science counsel from NSC’s Science Advisory Council (SAC), made up of world-class scientists, researchers and clinicians from across Canada. The SAC is chaired by Dr. David Kaplan, Head, Cancer Research at Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children and Canada Research Chair in Cancer and Neuroscience.

NeuroScience Canada's support of Canadian neuroscience research:

· NeuroScience Canada raises funds from both private and corporate donors, and then leverages these gifts with funding from government and other voluntary health organizations.

· In 2001, NSC launched the National Brain Repair Fund Campaign, an $11.5-million campaign to raise funds to support Canada’s world-class neuroscience researchers across disciplines and institutions. We reached our goal in early 2007, but continue with our fundraising efforts.

· In 2003, NSC launched the national Brain Repair Program™. This program was developed in close consultation with NeuroScience Canada’s SAC and the broader research community. The mission of the program is to fast-track basic discovery research in order to develop treatments and therapies more quickly.

· To date, $8 million has been allocated to the Brain Repair Program to fund five teams of researchers; they are:
· Novel Approaches To Central Nervous System White Matter Repair
Team Leader: Dr. Freda Miller

· Transforming Research on Chronic Pain
Team Leader: Dr. Michael Salter

· Novel Therapeutic Strategies to Repair Abnormalities in Psychiatric Disorders
Team Leader: Dr. Yu Tian Wang

· Mitochondrial dysfunction and neuronal demise: Insights provided by Parkinson’s disease genes
Team Leader: Dr. Louis-Éric Trudeau
· Harnessing beneficial aspects of neuroinflammation for regenerating the central nervous system
Team Leader: Dr. V. Wee Yong
· NeuroScience Canada is also leading an effort to create a “brain” coalition, of neuroscience stakeholder groups, that will speak with one voice to governments, media and the general public about the incidence and impact of brain and nervous system disorders. 

Awards and recognition

· The first recipient of the “Non-Governmental Organization/Voluntary Health Organization of the Year” award for 2003 from the Institute of Neurosciences, Mental Heath and Addiction, a branch of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR).

· The recipient of the Conference Board of Canada/Spencer Stuart 2006 National Awards in Governance award for the not-for-profit sector.

	For further information, please visit our website: www.neurosciencecanada.ca


