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Brain Canada

2025 Platform Support Grants (PSG)
Sponsored Opportunity Package

This document serves to provide an overview of important details concerning the sponsored opportunity

that are relevant to both the applicant and the sponsor. Applicants are strongly encouraged to share this

document with sponsors.

Special Notice - Respecting Deadlines

Brain Canada has consistently demonstrated great flexibility in helping researchers realize their projects.
Historically, the Government of Canada, through Health Canada, has also shown flexibility by allowing a
proportion of unspent federal funds at the end of a fiscal year to be carried forward to future years,
accommodating delays from researchers in starting or completing their projects as planned.

However, in the interest of good governance and to enable Brain Canada Foundation to continue to fully
fund grants and meet its financial obligations to the federal government, it is crucial for researchers,
institutions, and sponsors involved in the process to ensure that projects are implemented quickly and
completed according to the payment schedule set out in the agreements. Institutions and researchers will
have to act promptly at the first sign of potential delays in their work plan so that we can work closely
together to find solutions and ensure that funds are disbursed on time. Otherwise, projects that
experience undue delays and/or are not completed within a reasonable time may have their funding
withdrawn.

Sponsored Funding Opportunity

Through this sponsored PSG funding opportunity, Brain Canada aims to assist sponsoring organizations,
agencies, institutions, and individuals who wish to build capacity and develop or enhance research
platforms. Contributions must be cash; in-kind contributions are not eligible for matching under this
program. Potential sponsors can contact Brain Canada should they have any questions regarding the
matching policy.

Brain Canada is a registered charity (Registration Number: 89105 2094 RR0001) and can provide tax
receipts, if required by sponsors.

It is strongly advised that researchers and sponsors begin to discuss possible sponsorship of a project
as early as possible in the application planning process. For the consideration of applicants and
sponsors:

e The platform team must apply for funding with one or more eligible sponsors.

e Brain Canada will deduct a 5% operating expense fee from the sponsor(s) contribution and will match
the remaining funds going to the platform. To learn more about how this operating expense fee
should be calculated and how the inability of a sponsor to contribute to the operating expense fee
should be managed, please refer to Appendix A — Frequently Asked Questions.

e Eligible sponsors include individual donors, charitable organizations, provincial government agencies
and ministries, and more (specified below), which do not receive more than 50% of their funding
from the Government of Canada, unless they can prove that the source of their funds to be allocated
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to the project are not funds from the Government of Canada.

e While international sponsors are permitted, Brain Canada funds (i.e., 50% of the funds going to the
platform) can only be disbursed to Canadian institutions. Team members or collaborators incurring
eligible expenses outside of Canada may be covered by sponsor funds, up to a maximum 20% of the
funds going to the platform.

e A sponsor may support any number of applications and multiple sponsors may support a single
application, but no sponsor can commit less than 20% towards the sponsor funding required (i.e.,
funds going to the platform and the 5% operating expense fee) for one single application.

e Registration Forms may be submitted without a firm commitment from a sponsor; however, they
must be accompanied by letters from potential sponsors expressing an interest in supporting the
platform.

e Subsequent to the Registration Form, Full Applications will not be accepted unless accompanied by
a letter of commitment from the sponsor(s). If a sponsor is unable to honour its funding commitment
at any time, Brain Canada will be required to withdraw its funding. Please refer to Appendix A —
Frequently Asked Questions for more information.

e Sponsors’ support of PSG will be acknowledged in all presentations and publications. Brain Canada
will advise sponsors of any impending media opportunities related to the supported platform, and
vice-versa.

e All sponsors will be required to co-sign a Joint Funding Agreement consistent with the terms of the
letter of commitment, the administrative checklist (see below) and with Brain Canada’s funding terms.
Please note that the sponsors’ funding must be fully committed and any conditions attached to the
funding commitment (e.g., those related to future fundraising) must be waived by the agreement
stage and March 1, 2026 start date.

We expect this opportunity to be of particular interest to:

Institutional Benefactors and Donors to Charities who want to support a specific area of neuroscience

research and/or a platform proposed by a particular team within a specific institution. Through a
combination of tax credits from their donations to the institution or charity and the matching funds
provided by Brain Canada, their donations will be leveraged 2.5-3 fold, depending on the province.

Health Charities and other Funders who can use this opportunity for exceptional leverage to attract

additional donations and support more high-quality research relevant to their mission than would
otherwise be possible.

Research Institutions that can use this opportunity to attract additional donations and build their capacity

for neuroscience research by supporting their investigators at a reduced cost.

Industry Partners who can use this funding opportunity as a low-cost approach to supporting innovative

research in the neurosciences.

Application Requirements for Sponsors

Sponsors will be asked to provide specific documentation at the Registration Form and Full Application
stages. The letters of support and accompanying documentation will need to be formatted using 12-point
Times New Roman or 11.5-point Arial font, single-spaced, on a letter-size page with 1" minimum margins.
The font size for figures and legends must be a minimum of 10 points. Use of a condensed font and spacing
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is not permitted. Documents received in any other format, exceeding the page limits, incomplete, or
late, will be rejected.

Registration Form — Letter of Support (maximum 1-page per letter)

e The letters do not have to be accompanied by a formal funding commitment at this stage but should
highlight the interest of the potential sponsor(s) in supporting the platform by explaining why the
project is important to them and the overall impact of the platform.

Full Application — Letter of Commitment (maximum 1-page per letter)
e Each sponsor’s letter of commitment should clearly state:
o Why the project is important to them, the likely uptake of the research results, and the
overall impact of the project.
o The amount of funding each sponsor is willing to invest in the project, including the 5%
operating expense fee.
o Adeclaration of real or perceived conflicts of interest, if any.

Full Application — Administrative Checklist

Brain Canada’s current Contribution Agreement with the Government of Canada, through Health Canada,
for the Canada Brain Research Fund, requires that all federal funding be disbursed by March 31, 2028.
Applicants, sponsors, and the Host Institutions are expected to work with Brain Canada to ensure a) a
Joint Funding Agreement and Research Grant Agreement are executed in a timely manner, by the March
1, 2026 start date and b) asymmetrical payments can be applied whereby Brain Canada funds are
prioritized and completely disbursed by March 31, 2028.

To ensure that sponsors are made aware of important timelines and requirements related to the 2025
Platform Support Grants program, Brain Canada is asking the sponsors involved in each application at the
Full Application stage to acknowledge specific information that will help expedite the Joint Funding
Agreement signature process should the application in question be recommended for funding.

The checklist is provided in Appendix B — Full Application Administrative Checklist.

Please note that it is the responsibility of the Principal Investigator to ensure all required specifications,
including the formatting requirements, are accounted for in the requested sponsor documentation at
both the Registration Form and Full Application stages.
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Appendix A — Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between the total funds and total grant funds?

The total funds encompass the funds going to the platform and the 5% operating expense fee from
sponsors whereas the total grant funds solely represent the platform budget (i.e., amount going to the
platform from sponsor(s) and amount of matched funding from Brain Canada) and do not include the
operating expense fee.

How should the 5% operating expense fee be calculated?

Formula:

X 5
= = 50 [
(Total funds from sponsor) X (100) X = 5% operational fee

Example: If a sponsor is contributing a total of $1,000,000.00...

X 5
X = .00 = 59 [
($1’000,000-00) (100) $50,000.00 = 5% operational fee

To calculate the total grant funds from the sponsor...

Formula:
Total funds from sponsor — 5% operating expense fee

Total grant funds from sponsor

Example:

$1,000,000.00 — $50,000.00 = $950,000.00 = Total grant funds from sponsor

If one of my sponsors cannot send the 5% operating expense fee to Brain Canada, are they still
considered an eligible sponsor?

Yes, they are still considered an eligible sponsor. However, should this case arise, the Principal Investigator
must make every effort possible to ensure the full 5% operating expense fee can be covered by the other
sponsors secured. If this is not possible, the Principal Investigator must notify Brain Canada as soon as
possible.

As a sponsor, can | use the application process to help me select the most meritorious applications for
funding (e.g., in the case where a sponsoring university wants to commit to funding the two most-highly
rated and fundable applications from among the three submitted by applicants from that university)?
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This is permissible, so long as this additional contingency is clearly stated in the letter of commitment that
accompanies all the applications to which it applies. The commitment must still provide 50% of the
requested funding, alone or in combination with other sponsors, for the projects, if selected. It is
important that the applicants understand that this additional contingency, essentially an inter-sponsor
competition, applies to their application.

If awarded, what happens if one or more sponsor who provided a formal letter of commitment at the
Full Application stage is no longer able to provide matched funding at the post-award stage?

If an applicant’s platform is recommended for funding and the situation arises where one or more sponsor
is unable to provide the amount committed at the Full Application stage, Brain Canada will not be able to
provide the matched funding requested for the platform. However, should the applicant be able to
propose a secondary plan at the Notice of Decision stage with a different sponsor(s) for the same amount
of funding, without any changes to the proposed platform, Brain Canada will evaluate the change in
sponsor(s) to determine whether it remains in measure to provide matched funding. As such, it is
recommended for all applicants to think about a “plan B” in order to minimize the risk of being affected
by this potential scenario.
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Appendix B — Full Application Administrative Checklist
Please note that, while the completion of this form is required to have an applicant’s Full Application

deemed complete, this form is not legally binding and will only be used by Brain Canada for administrative
purposes and will not be considered in the external peer review process.

This form will be provided for completion through Brain Canada’s grant management system at the Full
Application stage.

By checking the boxes below, the sponsor who provided a letter of commitment to the Principal
Investigator, Click or tap here to enter text., for the application titled Click or tap here to enter text. to
Brain Canada’s 2025 Platform Support Grants program acknowledges that:

[ The sponsor, Click or tap here to enter text., is willing to invest S Click or tap here to enter text. in total
funds (i.e., funds going to the platform and the 5% operating expense fee).

1 The sponsor is aware and willing to contribute to the 5% operating expense fee to be paid to Brain
Canada, amounting to $ Click or tap here to enter text.. If a sponsor cannot contribute to the 5% operating
expense fee, this acknowledgement can be omitted, and the Principal Investigator should be notified as
soon as possible.

Please refer to Appendix A — Frequently Asked Questions for details how to calculate the 5% operating
expense fee and how the inability of a sponsor to contribute to the operating expense fee should be
managed.

[ In order to expedite the flow of funds, Brain Canada prefers that sponsor funds be sent directly to the
Host Institution, with the operating expense fee to be sent directly to Brain Canada. However, sponsors
can consider the options below and indicate where they prefer to send the grant funds going to the
platform by checking one of the three boxes. Please note that if a tax receipt is required, the sponsor’s
funds will have to be sent to Brain Canada:

[ To the Host Institution;

[ To Brain Canada;

[ No preference.

O Given that federal funding provided to Brain Canada must be disbursed by March 31, 2028, Brain
Canada requires asymmetrical payments so that it can disburse its portion of the funds prior to the
sponsor(s).

Please indicate any payment considerations from the sponsor that Brain Canada should be made
aware of, if any.

Click or tap here to enter text.

[ Please note that, in the case where sponsors must disburse funds in Year 1 of the grant, Brain
Canada will only be in measure to disburse federal funding after a confirmation of payment for
sponsor funds is provided to Brain Canada by the sponsor or Host Institution. In this case, the sponsor
will be expected to disburse their funds to the Host Institution within ten (10) days following the
execution of the Research Grant Agreement.
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1 Brain Canada is not involved in the negotiation for Intellectual Property rights and that this will need to
be agreed upon in a separate agreement with the relevant parties by the March 1, 2026 start date.

L1 If applicable, like for industry partners, the sponsor will inform the applicant, the Host Institution, and
Brain Canada, in a timely manner, of the process to be completed before the sponsor can send its funds
(i.e., registration and invoicing).

1 If the application is recommended for funding, the Joint Funding Agreement between Brain Canada
and the sponsor(s) must be signed in a timely manner so that Brain Canada can begin disbursing funds by
March 31, 2026 at the latest.

[] Please note that the sponsors’ funding must be fully committed and any conditions attached to
the funding commitment (e.g., those related to future fundraising) must be waived by the agreement
stage and March 1, 2026 start date.

Brain Canada will provide a template of its Joint Funding Agreement, by email to applicants invited to
submit a Full Application, for informational purposes only. This is provided in an effort to expedite the
post-award agreement stage to ensure compliance with the March 1, 2026 start date. Should applicants
and/or sponsors have general questions regarding the agreement, they can contact
platformgrant@braincanada.ca while ensuring to carbon copy (CC) the Principal Investigator of the
application. Please note that negotiations will not be permitted until a grant has been awarded and
accepted by the Principal Investigator.

For informational purposes, please provide the contact information of the authorized representative of
the sponsor’s legal department that will be tasked with reviewing the Joint Funding Agreement if
awarded.

Title: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone number: Click or tap here to enter text.

I certify that, as an authorized representative of the sponsor’s financial department, the above
information pertaining to the application in question has been acknowledged.

Name Date Signature

Title: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone number: Click or tap here to enter text.
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